A NEW YEAR’S NOTE : 


_ Come on, New Year, come on! \ 


We’re not so glad the old one’s gone; 
But since ’tis so (all things must 
got), © ‘ 

There is no use to weep, you know, 
_And so-come on, . ; 
New Year, come on!* . 

Comie on, New Year, come.on, __ 
All boldly through the blustering 
dawn ; ’ are 
One has a rosy wreath for you: 
Another, smiles and kisses, too; 
And so-come on, 

New, Year, come on! 


Come on! Thy place is here: 


The flagon waits, and songs of cheer 


Rise to the hills in music clear, 
Far-welcoming thy smile, New 
Year; 

‘And so—come on, - 

New Year, come on! _ 

‘Yet stay-a moment stay! 

Ere that last echo died away 

I heard rude -voices—half a score: 
The bill. collector’s at the door! - 
(Goodby, New Year, 2 
I’m gone! i’m-gone!) _ 


- Publisher 
‘Bellingham 
_ Histérical. 
-Coininission | 


i Ring, oul flees Message, of 
peace and goodwill 


fet th 


YOU CAN TAKE OVER BA $s: 

THAT HOT POTATO NOW,LAD.) ; 
i'M GOING TO CATCH UP Yap \ 
ON MY READING 


The following section on Bellingham schools is a reprint from a 1978 issue of the Crimpville Comments. We 
hope it will be of interest to our newer readers and, of course, a refresher for our long time readers. 


Class Essay 
The American Public School 


HE monuments on this earth have changed. Once they consisted of the palaces 
of kings, the castles of noblemen, and the fortresses of military leaders. Not so long 
ago, one could, while traveling through Europe, go iid of miles without seeing 

a public library. Everywhere, however, could be seen public prisons. In our own America, 
we have important monuments, but there is one which dwarfs all others; that is the Am- 
erican Public School. 

The public school typifies the country, its constitution, its laws and its beliefs. The 
Constitution declares that ‘All men are born free and equal,” and the public schools declare 
that free knowledge shall be furnished to make that equality worthwhile. The books and the 
knowledge are all there. Wealth.does not count; poverty does not hinder. The only aris- 
tocracy is that of learning, of hard work, and of good conduct. 

The public school is truly the United States in miniature. The little citizens, who will 
be the future voters, sit and study together. They learn in early youth that it is what you 
are, not what your father has, or what your grandfather was, that really matters in this world. 

Wherever there is a public school, whether it be the magnificent school of the large city, 
or the small wooden room of the country, there you will find the democratic spirit growing. 
Nothing is more ennobling than the thought of the little red school-house at the cross-roads, 
with the American flag fluttering over its roof. -Inside that building, the children are being 
taught the principles which will enable them to preserve, build up, and strengthen our 
democracy. 

Despite the various and many obstacles that the public school has had to meet, it has, 
nevertheless, forged ahead in attendance, in beauty, and in efficiency. Public cooperation is 
sufficient to inspire this outstanding monument to new and higher achievement. 

Among the various tasks of the statesman and the office-holder is that of aiding and 
furthering the public echeok If he wavers in his loyalty to it, he is an unfit public servant, 
and your vote should tell him so. The test of the citizen is his willingness to support our 
schools through taxation. : | 

We love our nation, its principles, and its ideals. Our democratic form of government is" 
kind to us. We should insure against any possible attacks, from within and without, which 
might weaken our government. Let us, therefore, earnestly support and honor the American 


Public Schools, cradle of America’s future greatness. 


2 —Edna Boudreau ’40 


The following section on Bellingham schools is a reprint from a 1978 issue of the Crimpville Comments. We 
hope it will be of interest to our newer readers and, of course, a refresher for our long time readers. 


District School aye ] On the 1830 map this school is located on the 


North side of Hartford Ave. below the Varney Brothers sand plant. Then 
on the 1853-1888 maps tt had been moved to the south side about where the 
garage is that is above the Main office of the company. In 1887 it cost 
$118.92 for a new well. Then in 1889 this district became known as the 
"Beaver Pond" school. Closed in 1897 and in 1902 Henry Whitney bought 
tne building for $60.09. Ed Irons bought it shortly afterwards but it 
durned before 1906 as the Assessors list only 1/8th acre of land left. 


ae 2 at North Bellingham was located about opposite to the present 
oOuilding on the West side and North of St. Brendan's as seen on the 1830 
and 1853 maps. Sometime around 1355 or earlier the building burned down, 
So on Feb. 12, 1855 a petition signed by 22 voters requested that the 
town buy land across the street (close to where the vresent school stands) 
on which to erect a district school again. Peletiah Smith was awarded $26 
for the land containing 0 square rods. BUT--a furor started whereby 
another petition was presented to the town to vote onsby Smith and ec *otn- 
ers on March Oth, to divide District #2 into two divisions with the divid- 
ing line at where, the old school stood. North of that line was to be #2 
district while South of that was to be known as District #9. The town 
accepted that arrangement so on March 21 the Selectmen established the 
bounds for each district. The new Board of Selectmen were: Nathan Burr, 
Stilman Rand and Martin Rockwood, Jr. Without any school building the 
town voted that the Northeast district was to have their share of the sch- 
ool money to spend in or out of town after March Sth, 1855. 
On May 7, 1855 the Selectmen appraised a piece of land owned by the mill, 
Bates and Arnold, for $90.00 on which to build a new school, #9 district. 
The mill owned many tenement houses nearby thus children in the area had 
only a short distance to go. The land was just North of the present fire 
house bordering on Hartford Avenue. The building for #2 does not appear 
on the 1858 map but it came into existence thereafter on Farm street. 


This is the original school as seen 
today on the North side of Farm street. 


In 1874 they voted to have the building 
repaired and painted. In 1889 this 
was named the "Carey" school. A 9 X 15 
foot flag and a 105 pound bell was pur- 
chased in 1891 for $60.00. Renamed 
the "Longfellow" school in 1893. 

Closed in 1901 when the larger school 
was built for the area at present site. 


The Carey school was a one room struct- 
ure, 


The 1905 Town Report lists the sale of this building and the "Chilson Hill" 
school on South Main street for $185.50. 


This was the 1855, District #9 school 
building, used until 1881 when the 
town voted on June llth to build a new 
two room school costing up to $3000. 


The old one story school sold for 
$110.00 in 1883 and moved to its 
present site. In 1887 Benjamin Knights 


owned it. 


' In 1885 this district was changed to #7 and referred to as the "North" 
school in 1889. ‘Then again in 1891 the upstairs class was called, "North 
Grammar" while the younger children downstairs were named, "North Primary" 
This same year a 149 pound bell was purchased for $50.00. This was the 
year of the "belli" promotion when all schools were so equiped. 

To make the name of the school carry more distinction Some promoter had it 
renamed again in 1893 to the "Webster" (grammar) and the "Whittier" (primary) 
educational institutions j 

In 1901 this building was moved to the present site and remodeled by addirg 
two more rooms based on the plans for the Center, Henry Whitney bought the 
land where the old building stood in 1902 for $55.00, -° .-. 


Emme Sawyer was born in 1893 and went to this two room school near the 
fire station. As a child she watched when they moved the building down to 


Although the town voted to Spend up to $3000, the actual cost was $2625.52 
for this two room affair, less the $110.00 received from sale of the 
one room building in 1883. No picture available of this school. 


' The map shows where the school 
stood from 1855 to 1901. 
Note where the 1855-1881 
school became a market. 


The land for the "North" 
school to be built on was 
bought from Daniel Dee in 
1901 costing $300.00, 


Sidney Mason moved the old 
two story building to this 
site for remodeling, 


Records show that all rooms 
were filled taking four full 
time teachers, 


vrimpville District School 
was established in 1829 by 
an order from the Board of 
Selectmen, Hamblet Barber,Jr, Wes 
Johan Cooke and Hlijah Fair- 
banks although Rev. Abial 
fisher, Jr. refers to one 
already there in 1822. 

This order was dated Feb.18, | 
1829 and a lease for the land | 
60 set the ee hae on was 
made on Sept. 1, 1829 from 
Eliab Wight for $5.00. 

Ve have the two original 
documents. The Prudential 
vommittee was obligated on 
She first of May to,list the 
number of scholars in their 
district and make return to 
the town clerk before the FETs Fete ; 
first of June, annually. cman =n Courtesy of 


Charlotte Rho 


syties aero 


des. | 


[They also report how much money they had expended, how long their school 
was kept, how much they paid their teacher per month, how much for board, 
per week and the amount paid for wood and also whether the school was 
taught by male or female. It can clearly be seen that each district was 
quite independent. With this smaller control better schooling could be 
provided. The building stood at the corner of Pony Court and North Main. 
In the 1900's it was moved further up on North Main street. West side. 

It was named the "Quinobequin" school in 1889. (Original name of the Charles 
River, meaning--"Winding or Snake River.) Closed in 1897. In 1902 Henry 
Whitney paid $12.50 for the building and made it into a dwelling. A local 
resident lived there for a while. Later it was torn down and is no more. 
Lottie (Clark) Rhodes attended school here. 


VY appears on all mavs from 

1830 through 1888 on the West side of 
So. Main Street and North of North 
street. In 1889 it was called the 
"Chilson Hill" school. This was 
closed in 1902. Pupils went to other 
Schools in the consolidation period. 
In the 1905 Town report it states 
that this school and the "Cary" 
school in Caryville were sold for 
$185.50. Do not know what happened 
tq the building. 


No. 5 . 

This Scott Hill school was 
located near Chestnut Street and was 
recorded in the Town Clerk's book for 
1851. It was a short lived district 
and appeared on the 1858 map only. 
This area was redistricted in 1856 
so pupils went to three other ones 
depending on their home area. 7 
Little is known of this school. 

This photo appears to be the old 
school by its design but this is 
not definite. 


District Schools 


District School No. 6 


SCHOOLHOUSE AT THE CENTER AND AT NORTH BELLINGHAM 


In 1889 this was:called the"Wilcox" 
school,located off Lake Street. 
Originally,what is now Pulaski 
Boulevard, the road went on the 
other side of the building. 

On the 1830 map the school was loca- 
ted further north up on Lake street. 
Then it was moved to its present 
site. On Feb. ll, 1896, pupils were 
sent to the new South school and the 
building was for sale. Finally sold 
in 1897 for $50.00. 

Thus District School #6 ended its 
service to the town. 

A little further West on what was 
known as Franklin street there is a 
Keystone Bridge. 


District School ao: Fi This school was located on Maple street and 


was the first one to be assigned that number for identification. It stood 
on the East side of the road. It appears on the 1830-1858 maps and served 
pupils from the "Four Corners" area, part way down High street and a short 
distance up Maple street in a Northerly direction. The school was closed 
in 1869 with some pupils going to the Center .and the others to the one in 
North Bellingham. The building was sold to Samuel Darling in 1870 for 
$79.50. Sometime later it was moved to become the rear part of a building 
at 79 Maple street. It was smaller than most of the other district schools 
as can be seen in the photo below. Map of 1830 indicates where it stood. 


pr * % 7 
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a 


District School %° § 


First class at South Grammar School 


Then at the 1906 March meeting the town voted to add two more rooms at a 
cost of ¢7%2l.7.25. Ichabod Cook & Sons were awarded the contract. It is 
interesting to note that mention was made by the building Committee of how 
Mr. Perkins "materially lightened the duties of the secretary by sending 
messages by his telephone~-". Problems were ever present even then with 
State dictated specifications that added much to the construction cost! 
They even repaired the old furnace at a considerable saving to the town. 
The cellar was enlarged, cemented and a new foundation wall was built. 
These four rooms provided space for 160 pupils besides two smaller rooms 
in front. See picture of finished building on next page. 

The town decided that a committee of three would be better to handle this 
affair instead of the large one used in 1895! Henry W. Pickering, Chairman 
Clarence A. Crooks, secretary and Hadley D. Perkins, third member. 

A contract to grade the school grounds was let to Stephen E. Scott for, $50, 
They advertised for bids for either concrete or wood construction with 
only one bidder responding. He offered to build of wood for the same price 
as for concrete and the committee decided "not to take chances with the 
new material,(concrete) especially as the old building was of wood constru- 
ction". Note the bell in the tower and the tall flagpole. 


THE SOUTH SCHOOLHOUSE AT CROOKS: CORNER 


In later years the building was complete: 
altered with the addition cf fous dope 
‘and the removal of the bell tower. 

View at left shows the drastic change. 
‘Pupil capacity was doubled to 320. 


‘In later years the building was complete 
altered with the addition of four more r 
and the removal of the bell tower. 

View at left shows the drastic change. 

‘Pupil capacity was doubled to 320. 


meee eS 


South Grammar School 


! 


District School NOS. EIT aOuUn Bellingham appears on the 1830 to 


the 1888 map on the West side of South Main street at Crooks Corner, 
The original wooden building shown below was replaced by a brick building 
that became the annex to the Warren Whiting estate. It took 20 oxen to 


move it to this site. The date is unknown. In 1889 this brick school 
was referred to as the "CITY" school. 


. peaemmen At the March meeting in 1895 the 

| irae, town voted to build a new school at 
"south village". Land was bought 
from Ann Mathews for $105.00 and on 
Feb. 3, 1896 this two room school 
opened its doors. Pictured on front 
page. 

In 1898 the old brick building was 
sold for $132.00. 

Otis Whitney & Son were awarded the 
contract amounting to $3006.50. 
Total cost with furnishings was 
$3863.13 


Old brick school house on South Main Street, in 
1969 across from Lou's Market. 


Original view Present view as a home. 


District Schools 


No. 7% 
10 Up to 1855 this was listed as District #9. In 1866 this was 
changed to District #5 as the school up near Chestnut Street closed. 


This view is of the first school in the Center anc 
was located as a one room building near Main and 
Common streets and west of the police station, 


It was sold to Rev. Joseph T. Massey in 1873 when 
a new two story building was erected further down 
on Common Street... He paid $209.87 for it and 
moved it down to the corner of Mill street where 
a second story was added. 


Sometime after 1830 the school was moved down intc 
the present school area. This one room building 
had all eight grades in it. 


View below shows the new 1873 building that Ichabo 
Cook built for $2600.00. Total cost $3191.a) 

The school was listed as “Grammar” and "Primary"™ 
in 1877. In 1887 the school was named "MASSEY 
in honor of Rev. Joseph T, Massey, Pastor of the 
‘First Baptist Church and prominent town official. 


‘In 1890 they inst-__. 
alled heat and ie 
ventilation at a | 
cost of $253.23.° | 
From 1873-1877 only 
one room was used. 
In fal1..1877 thru +a 
spring of 188) both | 
rooms had teachers. ¢ 
School was "ungra- 3% 
ded"again in fall 
of 18 h. {one room) Ee eee eres pale 
Jennie Whitney, nee . T'wo-room Massey School erected 1873. 
daughter of town A ee (Remodeled to present size 1901) 
clerk Henry Whitney 3 Ooae el alt 

taught here 1890- @ : 
1891. 


~— 


mame ote 


1802 


ete 


There was a three year High School in the upper room, 189-1895. Then it 
was reduced to a two year class and in 1899 this was dropped. In 1898 the 
first floor had five grades then the second floor had the other three plus 
the two year High School pupils. 


In 1901 $13,000.00 was voted to remodel the "Massey" school and to move 
and remodel the one in North Bellingham by adding -two more rooms to each. 
Sidney Nason moved both buildings on to cellar foundations constructed by 
Cenedella Brothers. Otis Whitney and Son contracted to build both for the 
sum of $9100.31. Land was bought in North Bellingham for $300.00 from 
Daniel Dee. Total cost was $13,225.56. Interest amounted to $225.70 so 
that left $.1l balance } In 1902 the common was graded... Three grades 
each were in the Center three rooms. Later the fourth room was used as & 
library. The old school bell was removed in 1977 and is on display in 
the new Town hall annex. It is dated 1891. Some of the rooms at present 
are used by the Police department ar” the school department. 
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“Historians estimate some 400 ; 
women served in the Union : 
army during the Civil: 
War disguised as men 


EXCEPTION ? 


LWAYS consider 
the trade-in 
value . . - unless, 
of course, what 
you’re acquiring is 
a bride. 


TWILIGHT 


WILIGRHT is a 
* Dark-robed 3 
priestess 
Who walks across the 
hills 
Turning on the stars 
for candles 
Before the altar 
of night. 
—WILLIAM 
ALLEN WARD. 


AFRONT ROW--Dorothy Symmes, 


Mark Twain was a redhead. 


Getting the Facts Straight 


You would be astonished to know how many of the “facts” that are 
regularly spouted by politicians, writers, entertainers and others aré 
completely false. Tom Burnom, a professor of English at Portland State 
University in Oregon, tells the truth about some of these “facts” in 
his book, “The Dictionary of Misinformation.” : 


Mrs. O’Leary’s cow. Mrs. O’Leary’s famous cow could 
scarcely have kicked over the lantern while being milked’ 
Mrs. O’Leary was in bed at the time the Chicago fire broke 
out, having milked the cow some time earlier. 

As a matter of fact, a reporter named Michael Ahern 


admitted that he made up the whole story to add color to 
his account of the fire. 


Madeline Prentiss, 


Margaret Nordstrom, 
Claire Bourcier. 


OVERHEARD AT 
FORT KNOX 


IGHED one idle mil- 
lion dollurs to several 
other millions similarly 
employed, ‘“‘We have a 
nice cozy home here, bul 
1 guess I’m just like 


Garbo —I want Lo be a 
loan. 


BACK ROW--Marie Tessier, Mary Munroe, Mabel Melrose, Blanche 
Prentiss, Teacher, Marion Patrick, Lucy Woodman, Mildred 
Nordstrom, Myrtle Migneault, Marion Lantz. 


Margaret LaForce, 


Left to right- 


Eva M. 


Grace E. 


7-8-9 Grades 191) Massey Grammar School Bellingham Center. 
Courtesy--Myrtle (Migneault) Gervais. 


Jackson Grades 7 


Ethel M. 


Bellingham . Massey School. 


FRONT’ 


h-5-6 Grades 1911 Massey Grammar 


Bellingham Center. 


BACK ROW-~Rilla Sanderson, Clifford Lemire, 
Beatrice Symmes, Chester Gaskill, 


Myrtle Migneault e 


Graves, Dorothy Symmes, Alvin Moore, 


SECOND ROW--Charles Rattie, Elmer Moore, Harry Boone, Arthur Haynes, SECOND ROW--Harry Boone, Carrie Iby, Wellman 
Victor Bourcier, Alvin Moore, John Hunter, Earl Thayer, ~ 
Henry Johnson, Ernest Aldrich. 


Audrey Symmes. 


THIRD ROW--Arthur Haynes, 
Dean, 


Ernest Davis. 


ROW-~ 


Elmer Moore, Francis Lemire, 


Farl Thayer. 


8-9, 


Blackman Grades l-5-6, 


Rockwell Grades 1-2-3, 


Courtesy--Myrtle Gervais. 


Center School Teachers---1911 


Edith Aldrich, Lois 
Carlton Gaskill, Grace White, 


Elizabeth Thayer Andrews 

The Bellingham Historical Commission was 
saddened to learn of the death of Elizabeth “Betty” 
Thayer Andrews on December 19, 2013. Betty was a 
twenty-one year faithful member of the Historic 
Commission. She served as treasurer for most of 
those years. She graduated from Bellingham High 
School in 1946. She had a smile for everyone. 

She was a part of the well- known Thayer 
Family of Bellingham Center. She grew up in a house 
that stood at the corner of Mendon Street and North 
Main Street where the bank is now located. 

As a teenager, she belonged to the Bellingham 
Four H Club that was organized by Thelma Ambler; 
she was a member of the First Baptist Church since 
1944 where she served as pianist for many years; 
and a member of Bellingham Grange from age 14 
until it was disbanded. 

During World War Il, the tower of the Town 
Hall was manned twenty-four hours a day by women 
watching and recording any aircraft that flew over. 
Elizabeth often accompanied her mother on her 
mother’s watch. 

She was a frequent writer of articles for the 
Crimpville Comments. Her vast Knowledge of 
Bellingham Center, its history, and people made for 
interesting reading. 


Success - 
Edgar A. Guest 


I hold no dream of fortune vast, 
Nor seek undying fame. 

I do not ask when life is past 
That many know my name. 


I may not own the skill to rise 
To glory's topmost height, 

Nor win a place among the wise, 
But I can keep the right. 


And I can live my life on earth 
Contented to the end, 

If but a few shall know my worth 
And proudly call me friend. 


From the 1946 B.H.S. yearbook. 


is 


Lik A BREAD without the spreadin’, 
Like a puddin’ without sauce, 

Like a mattress without beddin’, 
Like a cart without a hoss, 

Like a door without a latchstring, 
Like a fence without a stile, 

Like a dry an’ barren creek bed— 
Is the face without a smile. 


Like a house without a dooryard, 
Like a yard without a flower, 

Like a clock without a mainspring, 
That will never tell the hour; 

A thing that sort o’ makes yo’ feel 
A hunger all the while— 

Oh, the saddest sight that ever was 
Is a face without a smile] 


The face of man was built for smiles, 
An’ thereby he is blest 

Above the critters of the field, 
The birds an’ all the rest; 

He’s just a little lower 
Than the angels in the skies, 

An’ the reason is that he can smile; 
Therein his glory lies! 


So smile an’ don’t forgit to smile, 
An’ smile, an’ smile ag’in; 
’T will help you all along the way, 
An’ cheer you mile by mile; 
An’ so, whatever is your lot, 
Jes’ smile, an’ smile, an’ smile. 
UNKNOWN 


ATTENTION 
BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
CLASSES 1939 -1964 


An all-inclusive reunion will be held on 
September WN, 2014 at the Coachmen’s Lodge in 
So. Bellingham. Save the Date. A committee 
chaired by Albert Pincince, Class of 1958, has been 
meeting for several months to plan this event. 

They have addresses for many classes, but 
not all, especially those in the 40’s. If you can help, 
send addresses to Marcia Crooks at the Historical 
Museum, 3 Common Street, Bellingham, MA 
02019, and | will forward them to Albert. 


1. Millard Fillmore — Helped to postpone the Civil 
War 

2. James Polk — “The first dark horse” 

3. Gerald Ford — “I believe that truth is the glue that 
holds government together, not only our govern- 
ment, but civilization itself.’ 

4. Andrew Johnson — ‘It is our sacred duty to trans- 
mit unimpaired to our posterity the blessings of lib- 
erty which were bequeathed to us by the founders 
of the republic.” 

5. James Carter — Chosen by the people, to serve the 
people 


The above is part of a private collection of the series 
of presidential bottles that will be exhibited at the 
museum open house on February 17, 2014 from 
1:00 PM to 3:00PM. as we observe Presidents Day. 
The complete collection includes bottles from Wash- 
ington to G.W. Bush when the company discontin- 
ued this series. 


All Bellingham fourth grade students are invited to 
write a short essay about any one of our presidents. 
We invite all students to attend the open house and 
we will choose the top five students to read their 
essays. All other essays will be posted in the muse- 
um on February 17. The deadline for submitting your 
essay is February 12. 


The museum will be open on Tuesdays from 
8:00AM-1:00PM; Sunday, February 2 for receiving 
entrees. The essay may be mailed to Bellingham 
Historical Commission, 3 Common Street, Belling- 
ham, MA 02019. 


Everyone is invited to our open house on February 
17, 1:00pm — 3:00PM. 
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PRESIDENTS DAY 

In 1879, all government offices closed in Wash- 
ington, D.C. on February 22, George Washington’s 
Birthday. In 1885, all federal offices closed on Feb- 
ruary 22. It became the first holiday to honor 
American citizens, not just George Washington. 

In 1951, the “President’s Day National Commit- 
tee” suggested March 4 as a date to honor the of- 
fice of the presidency. The Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee thought a March 4 holiday would be too 
close to Lincoln’s and Washington’s Birthday ob- 
servances. 

The “Uniform Monday Holiday Act” attempted 
to rename the third Monday in February to “Presi- 
dents Day” to honor both Washington and Lincoln. 
The day would be halfway between their birthdays, 
but this failed. On June 28, 1968, a bill was signed 
into law to keep the name Washington’s Birthday. 

In 1971, all legal holidays were shifted to the 
third Monday in February under the “Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act”. Thus a date for Washing- 
ton’s Birthday observance would be between Feb- 
ruary 15 and February 21. None of these days 
would fall on Washington’s Birthday of February 11 
(the old Calendar) or February 22 (today’s calen- 
dar). 

In the mid 1980’s, “Presidents Day “ began to 
take hold when advertisers pushed for their sales. 
Approximately twelve state governments officially 
renamed “Washington’s Birthday” as “Presidents’ 
Day, Washington and Lincoln Day”, or some other 
designation. 

In Massachusetts, the state officially celebrates 
“Washington’s Birthday” on the same day as the 
federal holiday. The state law requires that the 
governor issue a proclamation declaring May 29 as 
“Presidents Day” in honor of John F. Kennedy, John 
Adams, John Quincy Adams and Calvin Coolidge. 

Observances and titles vary in individual states. 
“Presidents’ Day” is not the official name of the 
federal holiday. 


MAIL BOX NEWS 
Dear Commission Members, 

As a member of the Class of 1940, Bellingham 
High School, the Crimpville Comments play a key 
role in my being able to keep up with friends and 
especially fellow students of B.H.S. 

Congratulations to you on your work in gathering 
the history of the development of Bellingham and 
the living thru its growth. 

Best wishes to my friends and classmates and 
particularly the B.H.S. basketball team for girls. 

Sincerely, 
Gaby Martel 


Thanks so much for posting my letter in your 
“Crimpville Comments”, It was my honor to 
comment on the joyful visits to the farm! Please 
forward this check to help with the support of the 
paper. 

Ann Meotti Bernal 


Dear Members of the Bellingham Historical 
Commission 

As a family, we would like to make a donation to 
the Historical Commission and the publication of the 
Crimpville Comments in honor of my husband — 
Robert A. Swanson. 

Having been a resident of Bellingham for 20 years 
and living in a home that has some historic 
significance, Bob had a great interest in the history 
of our town. 

Sadly, Bob passed away unexpectedly last week. 
He was a history buff and a long- time fan. 


Good Morning! 

What a great time I’ve had reading these issues of 
the Crimpville Comments! A friend has sent two 
copies to me. | wonder if | could be put on your 
mailing list? | was born in Bellingham nearly 77 
years ago. Bellingham has always been special to 
me. | haven’t stayed very far away....| am a member 
of the Class of 1954...oh, the memories! I’m 
enclosing a donation to the Comments. | look 
forward to reading each issue. 

Mary (Nevers) Gariepy 
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DEATHS 
Lorraine Allam 
Elizabeth Thayer Andrews BHS ‘46 
Jeane Anzivino 
Clement Brisson 
Terese Bokoski 
John W. Brown, Jr. BHS ‘44 
Harriet Smith Cameron 
Russell Chase 
Walter G. Cheyne II 
Donald Daigle 
Yvette E. Deziel 
Robert Direnzo 
Eileen T. Dole 
Robert J. Droham 
Robert W. Erickson 
Susan M. Eyman 
Celeste Hamm 
Maureen Hanley 
Dorothy A. Hewey 
Pauline Lacroix 
Michael Liberatore 
Jeannine Marcotte 
Josephine S. Matthews 
Robert Paulhus 
Jean M. Porter 
Barbara (Lucas) Reeves 
Roy Reid 
Stuart Saltzman 
Madeline Sitko 
Rachel L. Stratman 
Robert A. Swanson 
Helen Wood 
We will include the year of BHS graduation if we have this 
information. 


DONATIONS 
Anonymous 
Ann Meotti Bernal 
Mary Nevers Gariepy 
Drew and Peg Palmer 
Gaby Martel 
June Hall Merrick 
The Swanson Family 
in memory of Robert Swanson 
Michelle Genereux - 1945 BHS yearbook 
Andre Genereux Certificates and memorabilia 
Lucille Nadolny - 1943 BHS yearbook 
Connie Trottier Antolini — 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961 BHS 
yearbooks 


Thank you all. 
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